
A Seasoned 
Advocate With 
Federal Experience
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Teaching

As Chief of the Criminal Division of the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of Texas 
for nearly four years, Steve oversaw more than 80 
federal prosecutors and supervised all of the Office’s 
criminal cases, including complex white-collar fraud, 
national security, public corruption, cybercrime, and 
money laundering investigations.  During his five 
years as Chief of the Civil Division, Steve supervised 
all of the Northern District’s affirmative False Claims 
Act litigation and the defensive civil litigation against 
the United States and its personnel.  Under his 
leadership, the Civil Division built a robust affirmative 
FCA practice that recovered tens of millions of dollars 
annually in fraud proceeds on behalf of taxpayers.

Steve has wide-ranging experience with government 
investigations and criminal and civil federal court 
litigation. Before starting his own law practice in Fort 
Worth, Steve was a partner in the Dallas office of 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP, representing corporate clients 
as a member of the firm’s Government, Regulatory, and 
Internal Investigations practice group.  Before private 
practice, Steve spent nearly two decades as an Assistant 
United States Attorney with the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the Northern District of Texas. He held several 
leadership positions in the Office, including Chief of 
the Criminal Division, Chief of the Civil Division, and 
First Assistant United States Attorney.  In his time as a 
federal prosecutor, Steve tried more than 20 federal 
trials to verdict.
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The University of Texas 
School of Law
Juris Doctorate, Honors

The University of Chicago
Bachelor of Arts in History 
College and Departmental Honors
Phi Beta Kappa

Law Clerk for The Honorable 
Eldon B. Mahon, 
Senior United States District Judge
Fort Worth, Texas

Southern Methodist University 
Dedman School of Law 
Dallas, Texas



Experience

Legal Service

Kirkland & Ellis, LLP 
Dallas, Texas
• Partner in the firm’s Government, Regulatory, and Internal

Investigations practice group

United States Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of Texas  
Dallas, Texas
• Assistant United States Attorney, Criminal and Civil Divisions 

November 2003 - December 2021
• Acting First Assistant U.S. Attorney 

January - July 2020 and October-December 2021
• Chief, Criminal Division 

January 2018 - October 2021
• Member, EOUSA Evaluation and Review Staff (EARS)

March 2015 - December 2021

Dallas Magistrate Judge Merit Selection Panel
January - April 2024, Dallas, Texas
• Appointed by Order of the Judges of the Northern District of Texas to 

serve on a 13-person panel to interview and recommend qualified can-
didates for the position of U.S. Magistrate Judge in the Dallas Division

United States Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of Texas
Project Safe Neighborhoods program  
August 2024 - Present, Dallas, Texas
• Appointed by United States Attorney Leigha Simonton as the sole public

member to serve alongside federal, state, and local law enforcement 
leaders on the committee overseeing the work and grant budget.

Eldon B. Mahon Inn of Court, Fort Worth, Texas, Masters Member  
August 2024-Present
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